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WELCOME MELISSA O’NEIL

Melissa completed her Radiation Therapy education in her hometown of Winnipeg in 2011 and
moved to London, Ontario soon after, to begin her career as an MRT(T) at the London Regional
Cancer Program. Since then, she has been very active on the Breast Site Group and was involved
in facilitating Breast QA Rounds, as well as rolling out the deep inspiration breath hold protocol
in London. Melissa has also focused on IGRT and respiratory motion management in the past
several years. She has presented at many venues, including ESTRO and had a poster at RTi3 which
won the Inquire category. She is very excited about her new role as a Palliative and SBRT CSRT
and looks forward to the many learning opportunities and collaborations the future will bring.
Melissa also spends her time teaching yoga, volunteering at a wildlife rehabilitation centre, and
hanging out with her husband and their fur-kids.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish our dear friend and colleague, Emily Sinclair a
very Happy Retirement! Emily has made many significant contributions to the field of radiation
therapy, particularly in symptom management, quality of life, palliative and skin radiation, and
ethical issues. Her CSRT practice was at the Odette Cancer Centre in Toronto in the
specialization of Skin Cancer. Through her extensive knowledge and leadership, she successfully
championed an independent practice in this role. Her innovative practice model included
improved referral systems and triaging and a CSRT telephone pre-assessment. The impact on
wait times and patient experience was tremendous. We will miss her firm but affable nature
and beautiful Glaswegian accent. We wish you the very best Emily, in this exciting next chapter!
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PRACTICE IN ONTARIO — MAP & IMPACT OF CSRTS

The following map of Ontario shows patterns of practice and distribution of CSRTs across the province.
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CSRTs and APRTs continue to increase access to
care, improve quality of care and lead
continuous quality improvement. The impact of
these roles is evident in the tremendous volume
of research, contributions as reviewers and
editors, Academic appointments, grants
received and awards achieved. Process
improvements have led to improvements in
wait times, throughput, quality and patient
experience. The adjacent table shows the CCO
reported data on CSRT activity between 2008
and 2016. These numbers continue to climb in
2019.

Michele Cardoso
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NHPIP CODES ARE HERE
Advanced Practice Workload Measurement Code Project Update — May 2019

As the CSRT project concluded in 2016, the CSRT

MuRi-Code Capture - (C 3

Community of Practice (CoP) group recognizes the need )
to continuously collect quantitative data on activities = o Gt [ AdaWarced Records 1o Summary
performed by CSRTs across the province for senior E‘;Q‘% m;n_m--.m
management teams to assess the impact and value of Sy === Po7 .
CSRTs in the healthcare system. Therefore, following e S o \ Eff?ilf;?:'c;'\ 0 :
some initial pioneering work by Kelly Linden, Palliative I;jfgc%z‘w gtﬁﬁf:;n Teos 1
CSRT from Ottawa, the CSRT CoP initiated the gl g;;j}f?éii?u'. TEos 1
development of new activity codes to standardize the Z:gﬁg:z:;:f' . !
measurement of advanced practice workload. With input 2::,"3;33;3'" ey !
from all CSRTs across the province, an initial list of 20 s ?:;:-2:?122”;:‘“‘ o0 .
advanced practice codes in 5 categories were created in _ :.“:’54';:": — ;%%2,’( ;
the Radiation Oncology National Hospital Productivity Ao Co — ﬁ

Improvement Project (NHPIP) code system and reviewed 1
by Cancer Care Ontario (CCO).

At the time of writing, 7 out of 9 centres had started using the codes and the other two centres were close to
implementation. The next step for the project is to collect and review the initial data and to see if additional codes are

required.
Kitty Chan, Biu Chan & Vickie Kong

The International Community: Advanced Practice in Radiation Therapy

In October 2018, Toronto hosted the second
international Leading the Way: Radiographer Advanced
Practice (LTWRAP) conference. The participants were
inspired by keynote speakers Mary Job (Australia), Vicki
Sanders (USA), Jonathan McConnell (UK) and our own
Nicole Harnett. The Ontario CSRTs had a high
representation in the conference and contributed to
almost half of all the proffered oral presentations.
Participants enjoyed the sharing of current research in
advanced practice and networking with fellow Darby Erler CSRT presents work done at Sunnybrook on
international medical imaging and therapy practitioners. ~ capturing workload codes.

Several key themes became evident over the duration of the event. The struggle to initiate and sustain advanced
practice roles is the same everywhere. The collection and communication of compelling evidence of impact is a key
challenge given the uniqueness of each position and the overall low number of APRTs/CSRTs in each jurisdiction. Most
of us have reached a point of “proof of concept” but now must elevate our work to include more robust, multi-position/
multi-institutional studies. During the conference it was suggested that creating an international community of practice
for advanced practitioners in radiation therapy (adapted from the existing CoP for CSRTs in Ontario) might be one
strategy to unify our efforts and find synergies and unique opportunities to collaborate. We look forward to
collaborating with our international colleagues on research in and advocacy for advanced practice! Watch for updates
in our upcoming newsletters!

Kitty Chan
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CSRT ACADEMIA

Oral Presentations (LTWRAP 2018)

® Cardoso M., JuhaszJ., Harnett N., Smoke M. (2018) Raising the Bar: Developing Best Practice Guidelines for Breast Radiation
Therapy Imaging. JMIRS 49 (3): S4.

e Cardoso M., Juhasz, J., Harnett N., Smoke M. (2018) Implementing Best Practice Guidelines in Breast Radiation Therapy Imaging: A
CSRT-Led LEAN Project. JMIRS 49 (3): S13.

® Chan H.B., Kong V., Chan K., Erler, D., D'Alimonte L., Blain J., Linden K., Himmelman, J., Harnett, N. (2018) Outcome Measurement:
Developing Standardized Advanced Practice Workload Measurement Tools Across the Province With Workload Codes. JMIRS 49
(3): sS4

e Chan K., D’Alimonte L., Himmelman, J., Harnett, N. (2018) Sustainability is Success: Using Evaluation to Set the Course for Clinical
Specialist Radiation Therapist (CSRT) Community of Practice. JMIRS 49 (3): S3.

® Chan K., Simeonov A., DiTomasso A., Patterson S., O'Leary G., Lopez Filici A., Borg J., Croke J., Fyles A., Han K., Milosevic M. (2018)
Inter-Professional Education (IPE) Facilitated by Advanced Practice Radiation Therapist: A Crucial Step to Implement Real-Time MR-
guided Brachytherapy for Cervical Cancer. JMIRS 49 (3): S10.

e D’Alimonte L., Loblaw A. (2018) Co-ordinating Care for Prostate Brachytherapy Patients: Piloting a New Role for the Brachytherapy
Clinical Specialist Radiation Therapist (CSRT). JMIRS 49 (3): S6.

e D’Alimonte L., Ravi A., Morton G. (2018) Prostate Delineation for LDR Prostate Brachytherapy: Concordance Study Between
Clinical Specialist Radiation Therapist and Radiation Oncologist. JMIRS 49 (3): S13-14.

® Erler D. (2018) Keeping a Finger on the Pulse: The Potential of a Programmatic Advanced Practice Role. JMIRS 49 (3): S2.

e Erler D. Holden L., Sinclair E., D’Alimonte L. (2018) Prepare for Impact: Developing Collective Workload Codes to Quantify
Advanced Practice Radiation Therapy Clinical Activities. JMIRS 49 (3): S3
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e Linden K., Sze S., Lavergne C., Blain J., Holden L., Javor J. (2018) The Impact of Palliative Clinical Specialist Radiation Therapists on
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® Lee G, Fyles A, Dinniwell R., Purdie T., Koch A. (2018) Leading Practice: Implementation of an Innovative Approach to Rapid Breast
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® Harnett N, Bak K, et al. (2018) The Clinical Specialist Radiation Therapist (CSRT): A case study exploring the effectiveness of a new
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